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the subjective, probably without consciousness of the
change. Calvin took up Zwingle's position, but held
to it with more consistency. He refused the authority
of the Church, on the ground that the Church itself
was based on the Scriptures. The authority of the
Scriptures depends on the Holy Ghost, who speaks in
them, testifying of their truth more clearly than any
human evidence could do. It is true that this
testimony, in the first instance, is connected with the
subject-matter, but the latter, in Calvin's judgment,
is inseparable from the form of the Scriptures, The
Book, as a book, is inspired. Calvin cannot therefore
allow the same freedom of criticism which was allowed
by Luther. Dr. Dorner remarks in agreement with
this that the chief confessions of the Reformed
Churches enumerate the writings which form the
* canon. This is not done in any Lutheran confession,
so that with the Lutheran the inclusion of any book
in the canon is not an article of faith.

To the living faith of Luther the voice of God was
speaking throughout creation. The Church, tradition,
the Bible, the sacraments, were all to him the "Word of
God. His successors, however, came nearer to the
Eeformed Churches, till at last the Scriptures not
only contained the "Word of God, but were themselves
the "Word of God formally and exclusively. The
bond of the Church's union was no more, as with
Luther, the sense of contact with the divine, but a
written book which became an external rule of faith.
To suit this position, it was necessary that there be no
question of the canonioity of any of the received
books, and the entire- contents of the Scriptures must